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The report claiming a South Korean group of scientists have successfully cloned a human 
being should not surprise Catholics. Catholics rooted in the Faith could see this dire event 
coming when the world chose to separate sex from procreation. Reverend Paul Marx, O.S.B., 
Ph.D., following the constant teaching of the Church,1 would often say that separating 
procreation from the marital act leads to all sorts of evils, such as: abortion, condoning 
homosexual lifestyles, in-vitro fertilization and now human cloning.2 A society’s acceptance 
of these evils hinges on their acceptance or rejection of birth control.  
 
The moral evaluation of human cloning is not that complex. There are two methods 
commonly used for cloning. The first method involves splitting the cells of an embryo at a 
very early stage of development creating two or more clones. The second, called “cell nuclear 
replacement” or “somatic cell nuclear transfer,” involves removing the nucleus from an 
unfertilized female egg and replacing it with the DNA of another donor. The donor then 
becomes the genetic twin of the new clone.3 The Catholic Church objects to both procedures 
because they separate procreation from the marital act. A cloned child is not begotten through 
the loving act of marriage, but becomes a product of science.   
 
Scientists today have long accepted artificial contraception as proper means to control 
fertility. They have given into the contraceptive mentality. Once someone accepts that science 
has lawful authority over when and how to have a child, then it is not much of a leap to a 
belief that the child himself is only the product of science. Man then becomes a “god” who 
chooses when a person is produced and which of his “creations” is allowed to live a full life. 
Human cloning is the natural result of this line of thinking.  
 
To prevent human cloning we must root out the contraceptive mentality. The Church has 
always been the defender of Natural Law.4 In her prophetic stance against birth control, She 
foresaw the evil results that would come from accepting it. The Church does not preach 
against birth control simply by asserting the authority of the Faith. She seeks to call to man’s 
mind the natural order of creation.5 The best way to insure human cloning will not dominate 
our world is to preach that it is not man who is charge of deciding who comes into existence, 
but God. He is the one who allows us to participate in creating a new person. When we 
subvert His order, we suffer the consequences.     

                                                 
1To learn more about Church teaching on these subjects, read the following: Pope Pius XI, Casti Connubii: AAS 
22 (1930), p. 560; Pope Pius XII, “Allocution to the Congress of the Italian Catholic Union of Midwives,” AAS 
43 (1951), p. 843; Pope Paul VI’s encyclical Humanae Vitae: 11 (1968); The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
(Vatican City, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Second Edition 1997) paragraph 2366. 
2Fr. Marx proclaimed this in several of his talks. One example is from his talk “Love, Life and the Family” given 
at the 16th HLI world conference April 16-20th 1997, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota.  
3Eamonn Keane, The Brave New World of Therapeutic Cloning, (Front Royal, VA; Human Life International 
Press, Second edition 2001), p. 9. This book is a great resource detailing the horror of human cloning.  
4Humanae Vitae, n. 4.  
5Humanae Vitae, n. 11-17.  
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Eight Problems with Human Cloning 
 

(1) Human cloning is contrary to the right of the child to grow up in a loving family. The 
Pontifical Council on the Family in its document on cloning recognizes that “every human 
being has the right to be born from the integral love – physical and spiritual – of a father and a 
mother, to receive their care, to be accepted by his parents as a gift and to be raised by them.” 
To deny this right is to destroy the very foundation of the family.1 

(2) Human cloning confuses the role of the parents. A woman could create a copy of herself 
without the need of man for reproduction. How then would the donor be related to the child? 
Can you be a “father” or “mother” to a copy of yourself? 

(3)  The cloned person is in danger of losing his personal identity. A cloned person would be 
subject to all sorts of expectations. People would expect the clone to be just like his “parent” 
in personality, talents and achievements.  

(4) The process of human cloning makes science the absolute judge over life and death. When 
we give scientists the moral freedom to clone humans they become the judge of which 
embryos live to become mature children and which die in a lab. Such life and death decisions 
are based on whether it is good for scientific research.2 

(5) Human cloning favors eugenics. Some advocates for human cloning extol the idea that it 
will allow us to improve humanity by weeding out those with possible genetic disorders and 
the less intelligent. Allowing human cloning would enable the rich elites to reproduce 
themselves while depriving the poor in undeveloped nations of this ability.3 

(6) Human cloning treats a human person as a manufactured product. Human cloning 
separates procreation from any loving human relationship. If the human embryo can be 
produced in a scientific laboratory at will, is it any different from a car produced on an 
assemble line? The embryo is simply a spare part to be used or disposed of by scientists. 

(7) The process to create human clones destroys countless human embryos. The scientists 
who artificially reproduced “Dolly” the sheep produced 276 sheep embryos before cloning 
one sheep successfully. How many human embryos do scientists kill to successfully produce 
one child?4 

(8) The possible side effects of human cloning are unknown. Scientists have already 
discovered that “Dolly” the sheep suffered from advance forms of arthritis and other ailments 
not known by normal sheep. Because of “Dolly’s” condition scientists destroyed her in 2003. 
Human cloning could likewise produce mutations and diseases previously unknown to man.  
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1Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, Cloning: the disappearance of direct parenthood and denial of the family, 
Pontifical Council on the Family, (Vatican City, August, 8th 2003) retrieved from 
<www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/family/> on April 1, 2004. This document highlights a 
number of ethical and medical concerns about human cloning.  
2Livio Melina, Identity and Status of the Human Embryo Proceedings of Third Assembly of the Pontifical 
Academy for Life, (Vatican City, second edition, Liberia Editrice Vaticana, February 14-16, 1999), p. 105-109. 
This book is a great resource for the philosophical and theological foundations on the life issues. 
3Eamon Keane, The Brave New World of Therapeutic Cloning, (Front Royal, VA; Human Life International 
Press, second edition 2001). See especially Part 8 on “Eugenics,” p. 29-33.  
4“Position Paper on Cloning,”(Human Life International 2001). This is available on our website at 
<www.hli.org> under the section research and education.  


